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Preface to Bird Architecture 

We are selling this Booklet at 20 
cents because we are not in this business 
entirely out of philanthropy or "Just to 
help the cause/' We will not pretend 
to be making our living at somethingelse. 
Nor yet are we in it purely for the love of 
it. We love it too, yes ! Enthuse a lot over 
it; but at the same time we must make 
a living out of it. We are trying to com- 
bine this love with a fair amount of profit. 
To this principle we owe our success of 
the past, and feel confident of the future. 

The booklet includes a complete 
circular. In it we will show you how 
10 make a good bird house. We are 
answering, in a general way the many 
questions asked of us in over 2,000 letters 
received last year. We publish a sep- 
arate circular too, and will mail that free 
to those who ask for booklet, but do not 
enclose the 20 cents. But with the first 
order goes a booklet (even if the order is 
only for $1); and if you have bought the 
booklet before ordering goods, deduct 
the 20 cents from your first order. 
a 



Now, if you do not wish to buy any 
bird goods, send 20 cents, get some 
sound advice, and make your own bird 
house if you like. In the book you will 
find some good models and ideas. We 
drew $50 in prizes in a magazine con- 
test for bird house designs. 

As to other rustic goods, we have 
made them for twenty years for the 
largest and best department store in the 
country. 

With these few remarks we will pro- 
ceed to the booklet and catalog. 

Albert Crescent 



Bird Architecture 

Some people would have you believe 
that birds are very particular in the se- 
lection of a home. I beg to differ with 
them. If you will investigate carefully 
you will often find other causes for non- 
success than the sort of a house you 
have. There is the boy with a sling 
shot; they do not all put that instrument 
to the good use David did. Then there 
is the pet cat; it is said that one-third 
of all young birds at fledging time fall a 
prey to cats^in thickly settled com- 
munities. They are up and about 
early, often doing the mischief before 
members of the family leave their rooms. 
In this way they keep up a good 
reputation. As a neighbor woman 
said to me not long ago, "That 
cat never touches a bird." The same 
cat would have gotten at least two 
of my five wrens, had I not inter- 
fered at 4 a. m. and saved them, 
keeping watch until they were strong 
enough to fly higher. 

Look to the size of openings in your 
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house, use good sense in location rather 
than changing houses, fishing for suc- 
cess. I have known wrens to build in 
old__boots, tomato cans, etc.; and a 
blyejbird to build in ah old pajnt keg. 
While some birds build in most any- 
thing, 1 do believe that most of them 
prefer these rustic houses with the rough 
barkjeft^on, because they are like the 
places they nested in before civilized 
man took possession of the country. 
You can try this for yourself, if suffi- 
ciently interested. Put up a rustic 
house alongside of a brightly painted 
affair, and see which they will select. 
Persons of good taste and with a sense of 
"The Eternal Fitness'' of things will 
always prefer the rustic, and so will 
birds. 

About half of our birds build in 
house s or cavi ties; some like the robin 
and phoebe bird in "Open Houses" 
like our No. 60. These birds will not 
enter a hole to build, but like a sort o f 
dish to hold the nest together and some 
shelter overhead. The robin also, like 
the wren, seems to prefer to nest near 
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your dwelling, seeming to look to man 
for protection. 

Of Cleaning Out Houses 

Several people have asked me, "How 
do you open your houses for cleaning?'' 
They are not built that way, and what's 
more, we do not believ e in it. A door 
to a house is a continual temptation to 
some inquisitive member of the family 
who must often "observe" things in the 
bird house; when is she laying? Eggs will 
be handled. When will they hatch? 
(Sometimes never with such a house.) 
Then the next thing is to see if they are 
ready to leave the nest; and at the most 
critical time of their lives, a day before 
they would naturally leave the nest, 
they will be scared out; and once they 
leave the nest, it is very hard to make 
them stay in again. These cleaning out 
parties, I always answer in this vein: 
Who cleaned out their jiesls before the 
advent of man? Birds did better then 
than now, as we well know. Have you 
not watched the wren when he took 
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possession of an old house? How he 
worries the old stuff out, and how happy 
he is singing all the time while so oc- 
cupied. 

In the case of the woodgeckenjribe, 
so calle d cleaning is an actual hajm. 
For they never carry any nesting mater- 
ial in, but require some chips orj:o£rse 
saw dust which they line with their 

o'wn feathers. Mr. Steve Applegate of 

— r\ 
Toms River, N.J., who was station agent 

in this town for over twenty years, told 
me a short time ago that fqr_2oyears he 
noticed a flicker build in thejsame hole 
in a hollow tree within sight of his win- 
dow, successfully rear its young year 
after year, and says the nest_ji£yerjvvas 
cleaned_out ; for he never allowed any 
boys to climb the tree. Mr. Applegate 's 
successor for_fiye j^ears more says the 
flicker is stilly actively using the same 
nest, 1 think this a good argument 
against cleaning out nests. I have 
known a robin to repair-aa old nest, 
rather than build one up entirely fresh. 
The added confidence where birds find 
old nests must count for something. 
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Of Bird Banding 

Again I am an unbeliever. I think 
more harm is done to the young birds 
at this stage of their lives, than any 
possible good that can be derived. If 
such a bird is found dead in Mexico or 
Cuba, the chances are ten to one that it 
will never be reported to you; and if 
the poor thing comes back next spring, 
some one, noticing the band, will be 
likely to shoot it, just to see if there is a 
reward offered for turning in the band. 

I fail to see what good it can accomplish. 

I I is supposed to help settle the questions : 
Do birds return each season to the 
same neighborhood? and how old do 
birds get before they die a natural death? 
As to the first question, I am settled in 
my mind, that th ey do ret urn to the 
same neighborhood where they have 
been _used we ll. And as to the second, 
if ever such a bird dies a natural death, 
the "Bander" would not likely hear of 
it, as the ants speedily bury such crea- 
tures, this being a wise provision of 
nature. I know several magazines offer 



this practice as a new sport. Sorry to 
walk on their toes, but one must be 
true to his convictions. 

If you have this instinct for mark- 
ing things, confine it to cutting your 
initials and date on the bottom of the 
common land turtle, where you may 
have the satisfaction of seeing the 
marking year after year, but do not cut 
too deep and hurt the creature. I am 
getting away from my title, but these 
are all vital questions, and the reader 
may suppose that I am answering some 
of the letters mentioned in the Preface. 

For "Bird 
Architecture/' 
I wish I could 
have procured 
some good pic- 
tures of birds' 
nests, such as 
Mr. Bomberger 
uses in his "A 
Book of Birds." 
The nest of 
the Baltimore 
oriole and the 




sedge wren. What can there be more 
beautiful? These are Masterpieces by 
the old masters. I have tried to im- 
itate some of these in this hanging 
house. ^v/v~ 

I have the last three seasons opened 
my wren houses after the brood had 
flown, to see what the nest was made of. 
Altogether a splendid well-made affair. 
Observe how they^ s tart with v ery 
cojarse_ sticks, gradmg_to the fine 'hair 
and soft Jf eat hers for lining. In exam- 
ining these nests I have also settled an- 
other question. No doubt, you toov 
have often heard ho^Ji ousy these nests 
get during raising of a brood of young. 
No such^thuig. I looked them over 
carefully under^a jjlass, even beatedr 
them by a fire. No^JIMites" here. 
However it may be that mites do not 
take kindly to the smell of cedar of 
which my houses are made. It is sup- 
posed to kill moths. 

Nojr mtter how large is the house or 

cavity a wren builds in, he will about 

fill up the place, often leaving some of 

the material protruding through the 
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doorway. This is supposed to be a 
measure of safety^j^ainstJthe_English 
sparrow. Of all our birds, I think the 
wren "the dearest thing, and have written 
down the date of its arrival in the spring 
for a number of years, finding it varies 
only about a week, from April_26th^ to 
May 3rd in the latitude of Toms River. 

You can not mistake the wren when 
he arrives. He is sure to be singing 
with his heart and soul in whatsoever 
he is doing. How they hunt all over the 
place, if you failed to place a house for 
them. I have failed in attracting some 
other birds, but I always get a pair of 
wrens and what is more, they always 
reaj; two bropds. The young generally 
leave the nest for the first flight early 
in the morning, and the old set up a 
great clatter as there are generally cats 
about looking for a chance to breakfast 
on wren squabs. I have often spent the 
best part of a day looking after the 
young, until they learned to fly safely. 

My place around the house is not 
over suitable for birds, because of a 
gasoline engine puffing away all day 
.12 



long. Thus I have failed to get martins 
the last two years. However this is a 
great neighborhood for martins. I had 
the pleasure of surveying with Mr. 
Chas. P. Shoffner, of The Liberty Bell 
Bird Club, the vicinity of this town in 
regard to the oft-made assertion that 
martins are getting less and less. Of 
58 houses inve stigated we found only 
one u noccu pied b>L martins, and that 
one was a veritable p est ho le_of spar- 
rows. Martin houses should_always 
have at least four rooms, as these biras 
love to build in colonies. The proper 
thing is to start. with a smalL house or 
two, and after you once have a colony 
started, increase the houses each_j$ear. 

If a lot of big houses are put up at 
once in a place where martins have not 
been nesting before, they will be almost 
certain to become a stronghold of Eng- 
lish sparrows, and it is a hard job to 
drive them out where they are once well 
established. 

Right here 1 wish to say something 
about my Sparrow Trap No. 323. Am 
obliged to raise the price to $6. Am 
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not making out so well on them. The 
lively demand interfered with my other 
work. This year we have arranged to 
have one of the best wire traps made at 
$4 just enough above actual cost to 
come out whole in handling, crating and 
shipping same. 

The bl ue bir d seems to be of next 
importance. They are fairly numerous 
around here. Two houses I can recom- 
mend for these in particular, No. 21 and 
No. 12, with the hole made to onejnd 
one half inch. Observe the depth of No. 
21 and how roomy at bottom; this pre- 
vents the fledglings leaving the nest 
until they are strong enough to climb 
up, then they will be also strong enough 
to fly up out of danger of cats. The 
prize house No. 100 can also be recom- 
mended for this bird. If bluejaysjire 
very numerous around your place, you 
will not be likely to have many "blues." 
Am now studying the jays, they come 
to my feeding place, I ^believe their 
harsh_cry_gi3^^hei^ bad na me they 
have. 
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A Simple, Practical House 

This house No, 25 in sections shown 
here is easy to make. Most any boy 
can make it. Mine are 12 inches de ep, 
but you can make it an^size to suit, from 
the wren up to the owl. Woodpeckers \ 
only require the cupped jiest, as they 
do not carry any nesting material in, 
simply leaving some of their chips when 
making a cavity for themselves, lining 
this with their o wn fea thers. 

This house is much like the natural 
cavities birds build in the woods. Ex- 
amine any such cavity and you will find 
ninety-nine times out of a hundred the 
cavity leading downwards from the 




opening. You readily see what arnistak e 
the boys make who make the opening 
as in this house below. The particular 
objection to 
this arrange- 
ment is that 
the y oung are 
very apt to fall 
out before they 
are strong 
enough to fly, 
falling an easy 
prey to prowl- 
ing cats, etc. 
You can procure the rustic slabs at mQst^ 
anyjsaw mill. If you can not get cedar, 
or chestnut, most any sort of wood will do. 

Maybe you are genius enough to add 
our combin ation disc with four sizes- 
of holes, and in this way make the house 
suitable for a large number of birds. 

In March you could set it for wood- 
peckers, then blue birds, etc. If by April 
15th you have no tenant, set the 1 inch 
hole and you would be almost certain 
to get a family of wrens, the most desir- 
able after all. 
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At first in the business I did not 
make any open houses, but so many 
asked for something suitable for robins 
that I designed two, Robin No. 60 and 
Combination No. 63. This year we 
make 3 groups of 3 houses each. Each 
group fits snugly into a carton for ship- 
ping, and there is also a slight reduction 
in the. price offered in this way. It is 
saved in the packing and shipping. 

How often have I seen a bird house 
on a pole, a model of the dwelling it is 
supposed to adorn! I suppose it was 
the only model available to the boy who 
made it. This always puts me in mind 
of the girl who wears a medalion picture 
of herself about her neck, where she 
should have the picture of her beau, or 
ideal. 

But that is right boys, make bird 
houses of some kind at least. Only, let 
me persuade you, how much more ap- 
propriate is this rustic material. On 
page 1 5 we show you how easy it is to 
make the most simple of houses. It 
consists of 6 parts only. It is a suitable 
nesting place for a number of birds. 
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Maybe you are genius enough to add 
to this our disc with 4 sizes of holes as 
contained in our combination house No. 
100. In this way it would be suitable 
for a large number of birds. 

It has been observed that birds do 
not like to nest in cavities or houses 
with openings too large for them. By 
thus selecting their homes they are pro- 
tected against all their larger enemies, 
and the smaller ones they can usually 
take care of. 

Now, which way should th e hous e 
face? I am so often asked. Th is mak es 
no difference whatsoever. Any point 
of the compass will do. I should try 
and face my favorite seat on the porch, 
for it is a great pleasure to watch them. 
Have had the wrens so tame that I 
could sit directly under the house reading 
the paper, and they, going about their 
business without the least concern. The 
instant a cat appears on the scene, you 
should hear the clatter. But after I 
chase the intruder, how sweetly they 
sing, seemingly thanking me for the 
protection. I have no cats. I fail to 
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see the fun in them, in fact I much prefer 
to have the birds about me. 

The hei ght from the g round also is a 
question. Keep the wren houses rather 
low, 6 to io feet is best, for wrens get 
about all their f eed from the g rouno 
Putting the martin houses so high "is all 
a mistake too; 12 feeHrom the ground 
seems about best. Then you can watch 
them too, and that is half the pleasure 
to me. A piece_of_ti2!ju^nd the, pole 
is a good precaution against cats, or 
another arrangement more ornamental 
is made of sharpened sticks directly 
under the bouse, pointing a ll ar ound I 
and downward. In this way a useful 
thing becomes ornamental as well. 

On Bird Feeding 

Have practiced this for several 
years. Find lots of pleasure in it. Am 
planning this winter to lay up a mixture 
of feed, such as cracked cgrn, sunflower 
seed, buckwheat, wheat, etc., and to 
this I shall add suet fastened up in such 
a way that cats and dogs can not inter- 
fere. A good book on this subject is by 
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Gilbert H. Trafton, "How to Attract 
Wild Birds/* for sale by the Associated 
Audubon Societies, New York City. A 
splendid Bulletin, No. 7 is issued by the 
New Jersey Audubon Society under date 
of Sept., 1914, Feeding can be kept 
up all summer, and a fine addition to all 
this is a bird bath. By feeding all 
summer you will get some birds to stay 
right around your place, nest in the 
neighborhood, and by properly fighting 
the English sparrow you will be aiding 
"The Cause" immensely. We make 
two feeding houses. No. 49 with the 
feeding stick, has been a good seller for 
several years. To this we have added 
the "Hilbersdorfer" as found on page 
85 in Martin Heiseman's Bird Book. We 
also make larger and more elaborate 
feeding houses to order. 

Best Time of the Year to Put 
Up Bird Houses 

The best time is in the autumn. These 
houses serve best when they become 
weather stained; birds become used to 
20 



them, and woodpeckers and some others 
find_shelter and sleep in them. I have 
a lot of orders from the southern states 
in January. Another point — on a mild 
day anytime of winter you may see blue 
birds, and they begin to nest early in 
the spring. In the spring, of course is 
our busy time. Everybody wants these 
goods at once then, and we can not al- 
ways ship so promptly. 

Last year 1 developed quite a Christ- 
mas trade. What can you give more 
appropriate for a Christmas present? 
Buying at this time and hanging it in 
your study would keep the bird cause 
before your mind. When spring opens 
you could put your house out any time 
and be tolerably sure in attracting the 
first of the northward flying creatures. 
A bird house in your garden is not 
only a useful thing for summer use, but 
an ornament the year round. The 
passer by will say "There lives a lover of 
birds." A bird house in your garden is 
to the exterior what the shaded lamp 
and open fire-place are to the interior, 
namely a symbol of home life. 
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Providing Sticks, Rootlets, Etc., 
for Nesting Material 

Some people go so far as to provide 
nesting material in the form of little 
twigs, rakings out of the garden and I 
dare say in some of the rich, very clean 
kept places this is necessary. By study- 
ing old nests you will see about what 
they use 

When the Baltimore. _Q£jole came 
about our old homestead, looking up 
rags and bits. pf^st ring, my mother used 
tohang out an oljUpiece_ofj^g__carpet 
to serve as material, and they would 
readily avail themselves of it. 

The inner shreds_of_cedar bark, or, 
chestnut also makes very desirable 
material. 

For those who practice cleaning_out 
the houses in the spring, a good plan 
would be to use a wire. hook; all can be 
pullecTgui through the regular openings, 
the material could be left laying about on 
the ground during their building time, the 
sun and rain will purify it, and they 
will use most of it up in rebuilding. 
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This last summer I read of a woman, 
who claimed that she jested, in fact 
built most of the nest of a pair of song 
sparrows that she said, did not know-how 
to build their nest. And since she 
claimed that the makJbild was particu- 
larly stupid, I judge that the article 
was written by a Suffragette. 

Here follows another doubtful story: 
A boy claimed he made a four-roomed 
house early last spring, and had the 
satisfaction of getting as tenants in each 
room a different pair of birds, English 
sparrow, song sparrow, blue bird, and 
wrens. Since song sparrows do not 
build in houses, the story looks shady. 

Here follows one of my own stories 
and I have Mr. Charles P. Shoffner as 
witness: 

In taking a survey of the martin 
houses about Toms River last summer, we 
found one with about 30 rooms. There 
was a large colony of martins in this 
house busily feeding their young, while 
in one room English sparrows were also 
feeding young, and what is more, all 
seemed perfectly amiable. 
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Another little true story: 

Several days after putting up some 
second hand houses that had been taken 
down and packed in attic during winter 
I noticed several yards of twine hang 
out of opening of a wren house, I pulled 
at it but was a long time reaching the 
end. It set me thinking, how did all 
this twine get in there? It was some- 
what wooley and fluffy, but still intact, 
so that I could pull it all out without 
breaking. I went in attic, looked in 
place where house had been stored, and 
there found a mere shell of a ball of 
twine. The mice had used it from the 
inside, passing it in through the one inch 
hole, I fancy, something like one sees 
linemen pass the cables down the man- 
holes in big cities. 
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ROADSIDE PUMP AT OUR MAIN SHOP 

Circular 
of 

Bird Goods 



Address 

THE CRESCENT COMPANY 

"Birdville" 

Toms River New Jersey 



Regarding Parcel Post 

We have quit prepaying, except within 3rd 
Zone. Parties outside of 3rd Zone who wish goods 
sent by parcel post must include postage; rate 
can be secured from any postmaster by stating 
that average weight of all the $1 and $1.25 houses 
is three and one half pounds. 

Many people do not know that to distant 
points it is. cheaper to send by express. You can 
also have the goods sent by parcel post C. O. D. 
by paying 10 cents extra; this also insures the 
parcel. 

All our mailable goods are securely packed in 
best corrugated paper cartons. Out of over 
2000 packages sent out last year very few went 
wrong, and when notified of non arrival we al- 
ways make it good. 

If you do not use a printed heading, please 
write your name and address very plain. As we 
are not handwriting experts, delay is caused by 
this very thing at times. 
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Rustic Cedar Bird Goods 

There are several things to be said in favor 
of rustic bird houses, particularly of the sweet 
smelling Jersey cedar, which is a disinfectant in 
itself. If you are sufficiently interested, nail up 
a rustic house alongside a brightly painted one, 
and see which they will select. It is the "back 
to nature movement" among the birds. Where 
did they nest before civilized man inhabited this 
country? In hollow trees, woodpeckers and their 
kind boring their own in dead trees. Now such 
suitable places are fast disappearing under the 
pruning and slashing axe of man. 




No. 75 

JAP WREN HOUSE 
$3.00 Each 
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No. 8 



Martin House 

Martin House, 14 rooms, $20.00 

Counting two broods to each pair (four each 
t rood), there is a possibility of making 140 mar- 
tins happy in one season. 

These houses should always be large, for this 
is a bird that loves much company; if well housed 
and well used, they come in larger flocks year after 
year. Partitions between the rooms should 
not be solid, or, at least, should have com- 
municating openings. 

We make and use on this house a most perfect 
small cedar shingle. 

We endeavor to keep a few of these houses in 
stock. If still larger houses are desired, we will 
be glad to make them to order. In some cases 
we can submit photographs. 

A bird house in a garden is a symbol of home 
)ife, like the shaded lamp and open fireplace are 
to the interior. The passer by will say: " There 
lives a lover of birds." In the winter season they 
are a refuge and shelter for many a poor waif. 
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No. 1 1 



No. 12 No. 13 



Wren Houses 

Wren Houses, $1.25 each 
The Three for $3.50 



This combination proved a great success last 
season, of all orders received, 65% ordering the 
three; one man ordering 50 of No. 12 to decorate 
a long pergola. Place your wren houses near 
dwelling, the wren is hardly ever known to nest 
off in the woods. If not disturbed will get very 
tame. Last summer a pair built in my No. 1 1 
house fastened against the wall six feet from the 
ground, every evening I would sit right under the 
nest to read the paper, they would continue to 
feed their young not paying the least attention to 
me, but the minute a strange dog or cat would 
appear there would be a great scolding. 

Our wren houses are made with one-inch holes 
to keep the sparrows out. If desired, we will 
ream the hole larger to suit blue birds and others. 
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No. 21 No. 25 

BLUE BIRD WOODPECKER 



Here are Three Very Artistic 
Bird Houses 

Your Choice for $1.25 
The three for $3.50 



These houses are intended for woodpeckers, 
blue birds, nuthatch, and their kind. 

It is conceded by high bird authorities that 
these houses had best be put up in the autumn. 
Baron von Berlepsch notes that a much larger 
number were occupied of those put up in the 
autumn than those put up in March and April; 
he accounts for this, by the fact that the birds 
used the nests during severe weather for shelter 
and roosting in them, and too, they became 
weather stained, and are less conspicuous objects 
to their natural enemies. This class of houses 
require some tree mould and saw dust mixed in 
the bottom. When woodpeckers "peck" their 
own nests they leave a certain amount of this 
material in the cavity. We provide this and stop 
up opening to prevent loss in transit. 
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No, 62 
BLUE BIRD 



Your choice $1.25 
The three for $3.50 

These groups of three houses have been very 
satisfactory, both to customers and ourselves 
so we have added this new group this year. 

The three fit snugly into one of our corrugated 
paper cartons and weigh 1 1 pounds. We prepay 
postage within Third Postal Zone. With each 
order goes one of our booklets "Bird Archi- 
tecture." 

The shape of No. 6i is copied from a bamboo 
Japanese lantern. Swinging houses are said not 
to be troubled by sparrows, and properly swung 
are also perfectly safe from cats and other 
marauders. 
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No. 77 



Martin House 

Shipped by Express or Freight (too large for 
Parcel Post) F.O.B, Toms River, N. J., $5.00 



A four-roomed house, made of cedar and 
white birch. The size of this house is 13x17x21 
in. 

Suitable for placing on stone gate posts or 
high stumps. 

We also make up on special order large martin 
houses of twenty-five rooms or more. 

This House No. 77 is also made of all cedar 
if so desired. Cedar is a much more lasting 
wood than white birch. 

A splendid 29-roomed martin house at $35 
we are unable to illustrate this time. 
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No. 78 



Four-Roomed Martin House 

$4.00. Mailable only in Second Zone. 

No. 78 a splendid four-roomed martin house 
All rustic cedar, socket in bottom for pole and 
two braces to fasten. If put up in time, and 
other conditions are right, I can about insure 
you a colony of this most desirable bird. Holes 
are bored for nails across the openings to bar 
sparrows. Nails should be removed about 
April 1st. 
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Bracket Wren Houses 

This house and "Bird Architecture" for $1.00 

Six for $5.00 and One Book 

$10.00 Per Dozen and One Book 

This house again proved "Jennie's choice" in 
191 5. On August 8th, two broods of fledglings left 
these houses the same day; one at the extreme 
front of my shop had a brood of four, and the other 
house was fastened under the eaves at rear of shop 
had a brood of five. 

It is said that wrens are not at all particular 
what they build in. Of twenty or more houses in 
my place, this has been "Jennie's" choice the last 
two years. This house also drew a prize in a bird 
house contest. 

Most suitable for a gift to a friend at any time 
of the year. If bought out of season, can be hung 
up in study, there, tending to keep the noble 
" Bird cause" fresh in your mind. 

Weight three pounds. 
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Hanging Wren 
House 

$1.00 

This house is also made 
with larger hole to suit blue 
birds. No. 50 

Hung properly it is perfectly safe from cats and 
it is said that English sparrows do not trouble a 
swinging house. 

This piece is highly recommended by the 
Farm Journal We made a large number for 
them in 1914; shipping weight 3 pounds. 

Swinging House 

At $1.35 each 

A swinging house suitable for wren or blue 
bird. Just the thing to decorate your pergola, 
porch; or hang in a favorite tree near the house. 

We have sold 
moreof these in 19 13 
than all our other 
styles put together. 
This style is also 
made much larger, 
with two stories and 
four rooms. Price, 



We had some 
special tools made 
to construct this 
piece. When you see 
it you will wonder 
how they can be 
sold so cheaply. 




No- 3 4 
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No. 45 



A Unique Grey Squirrel House 

$5.00 



This is my own invention (not patented). 

The trouble with the ordinary Squirrel house 
is, that all sorts of birds will try to build in them, 
particularly the sparrow. 

This house is arranged so that no birds will 
try to use it. The hole is on the bottom (indi- 
cated by arrow). A narrow passage leads up to 
another opening leading over into a snug room 
for the squirrels' store house, and nesting place. 

Put high up in crotch of a tree. 
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No, 22 



No. 25 



Nests for Woodpecker, 
Nuthatch, Chickadees, etc. 

Price 

No. 24, $1.00; No. 22, $1.25; No. 25, $1.00 

Special Prices Quoted on Large Quantities 

These birds are particularly beneficial to 
orchards. Orchardists advise fastening one in 
every other tree. 

We had special tools made to ream and cup 
out the bottom of these nests, we provide 
proper quantity of special nesting material in 
these houses, and stop up opening to prevent 
loss of same in transit. 

Now that all the dead trees are being cut 
down leaves these birds without a suitable place 
to nest. On that account they are fast disap- 
pearing. It is indeed a very urgent necessity 
to provide these artificial nests. 
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No. 100 



Fortified Combination House 

Price $3.00 

This design drew a prize of $25 in a magazine 
bir ( d house contest. We have added it to our 
regular stock houses. 

The revolving disc has four sizes of holes. 
All winter the largest hole should be set for 
woodpeckers (the "Cupped Nest" adapts it to 
woodpeckers). In the middle of March bring up 
the next size hole and so on. If on April 15th 
you have no tenant yet turn on the smallest 
hole and you will be sure to attract Jennie Wren. 

The sharp pointed sticks under the opening 
are intended as a cat guard, and at the same time 
serve as perch. 

Remember, with any size purchase of our 
goods goes one of the booklets "Bird Architec- 
ture." If you have already bought a book, 
deduct 20 cents from your first order. 
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The 
Hilbers- 

dorfer 
Feeding 

House 

$10.00 
Not Mailable 



No. 48 



This is a splendid feeding house. It is made 
to be placed on i inch iron pipe. Pipe should ex- 
tend about five feet out of the ground. House 
revolves on this to suit the prevailing wind and 
weather and your observation from the window. 
One gable end is open, the other has plate glass. 
Three trays below are intended to familiarize 
birds. They will soon find the interior. Above 
the trays is a four inch hatchway through the 
floor. Mixed grain and seeds can conveniently 
be fed in this house. Suet also will be safe from 
cats, as the iron pipe prevents them climbing up. 
The piece of pipe does not go with the house. It 
can easily be procured in any neighborhood. 

Please take notice. This house has no wind 
rudder, but when you place food on you are sup- 
posed to turn it to suit the prevailing wind. The 
wind near your dwelling, where these houses are 
generally placed, whirls too much. 
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No. 40 

Bird Feeding House 

$5.00 

These feeding houses should be put up on a 
post 5 feet from the ground, and within sight of 
your window. 

A trifling expense should give you lots of 
pleasure watching them feed during the winter, 
besides you will have the satisfaction to know that 
you have done your part towards fostering the 
fast waning bird life in our midst. 

On the sort of food to use, get Gilbert H. 
Trafton's book, Methods of Attracting Wild Birds, 
or the Liberty Bell Club Papers, Farm Journal, etc. 

With each of these houses we will send one of 
our feeding sticks (not shown in cut). In it 
suet and other feed can be pressed, and laid in 
lattice work of house. 

A robin built his nest in mine last season, 
during the time I was not using it as feeding 
house, showing that it will serve a double purpose. 
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Of Special Houses 

This class of houses, listed on the following 
six pages, we can not keep in stock, but will be 
glad to make to order, and will require about four 
days in which to fill an ordinary order. 

In this class are the block house, wigwam, and 
the fancy wedge shaped wren, etc. 




No. 58 



The Block House 

A Six Roomed Martin House, $10.00 

"Bayonets" below openings form splendid 
perches; the narrow "port holes" in each of the 
upper rooms form ventilators. 

41 




No. 324 



The Best Sparrow Trap 

$4.00 F. O. B. Toms River, N. J. 

We have tried this out for three months and 
came to the conclusion that it is the best trap 
made. 

We have caught so many sparrows that we 
tired keeping account. Let some adult member of 
family dispose of them. They should be dis- 
patched quickly and it is not commonly known, 
that they can not be told from Reed birds when 
properly cooked. 

The best place to set this trap is in your 
chicken yard. Scatter a little cracked corn down 
and set trap right over it. 

All good bird lovers advocate destroying the 
English sparrow. It is that, or, having no other 
birds at all in a few years. 
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No. 40 

Canopy Settee 

You can buy this famous Rustic Piece from 

the original designer and maker, 

F. O.B. Cedar Brook, N. J. 

$20,00 



Weight, about 300 pounds. Size, 7' 6" long 
x 7' 6" high x 4/ 2" deep. Shipped in two sec- 
tions. Easily set up. Water-proof roof. Wide 
arms, can be used for plant boxes. Seats four 
persons. Almost a house, 

A similar canopy has been offered at various 
times for forty dollars. 
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No. 56 



A Bluebird House 

$3.00 

This shape was suggested by seeing out of 
the window of our shop the cedar poles reared 
up in this manner. In winter time we would 
see the juncos feeding in these wigwams. Last 
autumn we gave a sweet potato roast in one of 
these to the workers in our shop. The large 
hole on top letting out the smoke. 
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No. 57 



Twine Ball 

This House Sells for $2.50 

Was suggested by a wren examining a number 
of houses on a shelf before my shop was enclosed 
in 1912. In the row was a ball of string with 
some used out of centre. When the wren came 
up to this he went in and examined it too, and I 
believe would have selected this for his home, 
but I was obliged to enclose the building, and 
"Jennie" made selection of the numerous houses 
outside. 
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No. 101 



"The Song Service" 

A good House for Bluebird or Starling 
Price $3.00 



Here is the little incident that caused us to 
give the unique name to this house. 

A certain doctor and his wife were visiting 
my shop one day. The doctor admired this 
design much — particularly the little projection 
in front, remarking "There is room enough for 
them to hold a prayer meeting on the porch, 
"Or, A Service of Song, Dearie." his wife quickly 
rejoined. 
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No. 28 



The Wren House Beautiful 

This house sells for $2. 

It is our regular No. 23 with extra selection 
of a fine front. The fancy scroll opening is 
lined with copper netting to keep insects out. 
Get this house in the autumn. It will make an 
ornament hanging in your study until spring. 
The wren will readily make use of it. It should 
be hung under heavy cornice or porch, partly 
sheltered from the weather. 
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No. 63 



Wren and Robin 

Price $1.50 

This combination was suggested by a robin 
building its nest directly on top of a wren house 
at my Cedar Brook shop some years ago. Nail 
one of these up at your place and you will be 
certain to have at least one of these desirable 
birds make use of it, and perhaps will enjoy the 
novelty of having the two at the same time. 

Rustic Cedar Bird Goods 

There are several things to be said in favor 
of Rustic bird houses, particularly of the sweet 
smelling jersey cedar, which is a disinfectant in 
itself. If you are sufficiently interested, nail 
up a rustic house alongside a brightly painted 
one, and see which they will select. It is the 
" back to nature movement" among the birds. 
Where did they nest before civilized man inhab- 
ited this country? In hollow trees, woodpeckers 
and their kind boring their own in dead trees. 
Now such suitable places are fast disappearing 
under the pruning and slashing axe of man. 
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